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 Vermont followed the English tradition of 
separating equity law and common law from 
the very beginning. 

 Chancery courts are provided for in the 1786 
state constitution.

 The supreme court handled chancery cases 
during county sessions until 1840, when a 
separate chancery court was created. 

 Vermont ended chancery courts in 1969.

Vermont Chancery Court



Chancery records 
document the 

lives of a broad 
cross-section of

Vermonters.



 Creditor filed a petition of foreclosure.

 Court assessed amount due on mortgage.

 Debtor usually did not contest foreclosure.

 Depositions might be used by creditor or 
debtor to adjust foreclosure date.

 Court issued decree of foreclosure, setting 
date by which mortgage must be paid to 
redeem property.

Foreclosures



Maynard v. Delevan et al.



National Life Insurance Co.  v. O’Hear



 Parent assigned property title to 
child.

 Mortgage specified terms of care.

 Disagreements might lead to 
foreclosure proceedings.

 Court decided whether mortgage 
terms had been met. Court either 
foreclosed or dismissed the case. 

“Eldercare Foreclosures”
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 Appeals from probate court on estates.

 Complex business disputes, often 
requiring appointment of a receiver.

 Dissolution of corporations.

Other common types of             
chancery cases:



St. Albans v. Sheldon Poor House Asso.



The two most common injunctions:

 to prevent damage to foreclosed property

 to prevent sale of property in divorce dispute

Whiting v. Carpenter Cobleigh v. Cobleigh



 Water rights were key industrial assets.

 Specific rights passed from owner to 
owner with deeds.

 Legal disputes over flowage allotments.

 Legal disputes over damages to property 
lying along streams.

Chancery Court and Water Rights 



Waterman v. Buck

Gihon River Mill

Hooker v. Judkins



Vermont 
history lives 

in court 
records.



VSARA Court Records Project
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Preservation and processing of 
archival court records





 Records stored in poor conditions, with little or no 
access, are brought into the archives.

 Scattered sets of records are brought together. 
Docket order is preserved or restored.

 Database entries provide online access.

 Reference staff assists patrons in using court 
records for their research.

 Future planning: online name and subject indexes 
to improve access, facilitate digitization on 
demand.

Providing access to court records:
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